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News from the CEO
Welcome to the first newsletter of Mancel College.
As you are aware, over the last school holidays The Glenleighden School was renamed after its
founder, Mancel Ellis Robinson, marking the beginning of a new and exciting era of education
for children and young people with Language Disorder.
As part of this transition, we undertook a major
refurbishment of the front elevation of the school,
including the installation of new signage. There
was much excitement on the first day of term as
students and their families arrived at the College
to see a new refreshed entrance. As part of this
refurbishment, we have also formally launched
Language Disorder Australia’s Fig Tree Pocket
Bright Door Clinic on campus. As a registered
NDIS provider, Bright Door is able to provide a
range of individual therapies, including Speech
Therapy and Occupational Therapy, both for
Mancel College students and to the wider
community. For more information and inquiries
about services and availability, please visit the
Bright Door website brightdoor.com.au or call the
team on 07 3378 8444.
There has also been much excitement over the
past three weeks as students have seen their new
adventure playground rising from the ground and
starting to take shape. The installation of the
new slide was particularly exciting for everyone.
We expect the playground to be completed and
open in around four weeks’ time. In the meantime,
speculation continues to build as to who will be
the first person to come down the slide once it is
open!
We are also in the final stages of the construction
of the new building which we expect to occupy
ready for the start of Term 4. This fantastic
new space will include six new classrooms for
students in Years 3 to 6 as well as provide our
new undercroft area which will be used for PE,
assemblies, play activities and performances. We
will shortly begin tendering for a contractor to
start building the second building in the Master
Plan, hopefully to commence in December, ready
for completion in 2023.

executive search to find and appoint a new
Principal for Mancel College. We are delighted
that the process has attracted a very strong field
of talent for this key role. Once we have finalised
the appointment, I will be able to provide a
further update and to introduce the new Principal
to you. I expect this to be within the next 2 weeks.

Over the past couple of months, following Kelly
McBurnie notifying us that she will be moving on
in early September, we have been busy with an

Thank you again for your ongoing support.
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You can read more about what is happening at
Mancel College in this newsletter.

Mark Yeowell

CEO Language Disorder Australia &
Executive Principal of Mancel College

News from
the Head of School
Term Three started with enormous excitement over the redesign of the front entrance to
the school, serving to highlight our new name, Mancel College.
While many of us were delighted by the
transformation, some naturally found this a
challenging experience, having attended the
school as either a student or staff member over an
extended period of time. While we recognise this
change may bring with it a sense of loss, we must
also celebrate and acknowledge the development
of the school. Just as humans grow and mature to
suit demands from the environment, so too must a
school.
These advancements, however, not only apply to
what is tangible, such as letterhead and uniforms,
but also to experiences. Looking at the term

overview, you will see new events such as the Cross
Country, Ninja Warrior and Bush Dance, join with
old favourites such as the Book Week Parade. As
such, we hope to retain the best of what was TGS
while at the same time allowing Mancel College the
opportunity to create its own special and unique
traditions.
Thank you, as always, for your patience and
understanding, as the campus continues to unfold.
If the weather is kind to us, the playground should
be completed by the end of August with the new
building finalised shortly afterwards. Hopefully, just
in time for the Bush Dance!

Uniform Update
As you are aware, we have been involved in the
process of developing a new uniform for Mancel
College over the last few months and, as such, thank
you for your patience.

accommodate the needs or wishes of every student
or family, but have done our best to create an initial
design that delivers many of the expectations we
were eager to meet.

We have worked closely with Ashgrove Drapery
(parent company ‘School Threads’) on the design
and fit of a core wardrobe, ready for the new year.
The aim is to expand upon the offering in coming
years and use the practical feedback of students
and families to make necessary alterations prior to
a second run.

There are currently samples of the formal uniform
shirt and dress available onsite. In the next few
weeks, we will also have the sports uniform and
some accessories (socks, hats) available for
students and families to view, along with an initial
catalogue, including costings.

Given consultation with staff, students and families,
we believe we have reached the point where we are
able to share concrete samples of both the formal
and sports uniform. These samples include unique
design features, such as velcro, hidden zips, fewer
buttons, shirts designed to be worn without tucking,
gender neutrality and tags inside pockets.
Recognising that we have had to work under some
challenging restrictions, those being, immediate
access to materials, cost of production as a small
school, extended timelines and manufacturing
standards, the design does give consideration to
the variety of body types and sizes of students,
along with comfort. The materials chosen were
those recommended as the most practical in terms
of affordability, wash and wear and the ability to
soften over time.
We know that unfortunately we will not be able to
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At this stage, we are hoping some items may be
available for purchase later this term, with full
implementation by April 2023. By the start of Term 2
2023, all students will be required to wear the new
uniform fully each day as set out in the new uniform
policy which will be published soon.
Students in our current Year 11 and 12 cohort are, of
course, in a unique position. We will contact families
to guide and support the uniform transition later
this term.
More detailed plans regarding the sizing and fitting
of uniforms will be available towards the end of this
term.
If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to
make contact. Thank you again for your patience
and understanding.

Kelly McBurnie

Head of College

FACT SHEET FOR PARENTS, GUARDIANS AND CARERS

WHAT IS THE NCCD?
The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on
School Students with Disability (NCCD) takes place
every year.
The NCCD is a collection that counts:
•

the number of school students receiving an
adjustment or ‘help’ due to disability

•

the level of adjustment they are receiving to
access education on the same basis as other
students.

Students are counted in the NCCD if they receive
ongoing adjustments at school due to disability. This
‘help’ allows them to access education on the same
basis as a child without disability. The NCCD uses the
definition of disability in the Disability Discrimination
Act 1992.
Schools provide this information to education
authorities.
Go to What is a reasonable adjustment? below to learn
about adjustments.

WHY IS THIS DATA BEING
COLLECTED?
All schools in Australia must collect information about
students with disability.
The NCCD:
•

ensures that the information collected is
transparent, consistent and reliable

•

provides better information that improves
understanding of students with disability

•

allows parents, guardians, carers, teachers,
principals, education authorities and government
to better support students with disability.

Student with disability loading
Funding from the Australian Government for students
with disability is based on the NCCD through the
student with disability loading.
Students with disability who are counted in the top
three levels of the NCCD (extensive, substantial and
supplementary) attract the loading. Funding is based
on a per-student amount at each of the three levels of
additional support. The amount of the loading reflects
the level of support students with disability need to
participate fully in school, with higher funding for
those who need higher levels of support.
Australian Government recurrent school funding
is provided as a lump sum to school authorities
including state and territory governments, which can
then distribute the funding to their member schools
according to their own needs-based arrangements.
The Government expects schools and school systems
to consider their funding from all sources (ie Australian
Government, state and territory and private) and
prioritise their spending to meet the educational
needs of all of their students, including students with
disability.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF
THE NCCD FOR STUDENTS?
The information collected by the NCCD helps
teachers, principals, education authorities and
governments to better support students with disability
at school.
The NCCD encourages schools to review their
learning and support systems and processes. This
helps schools to continually improve education
outcomes for all students.

Supported by the Australian Government Department of Education. © 2019 Education Services Australia Ltd, unless otherwise indicated. Creative
Commons BY 4.0, unless otherwise indicated.

4

News from the library

W

e are fast approaching the
week that some parents tell me
they dread….Book Week and
the Book Parade. Book week
this year is 22-26 August. We are giving you
plenty of time to prepare, but please do
not start to stress! The book week dress up
day is supposed to be FUN! Students love
dressing up and costumes do not need to be
elaborate or take weeks to make. This year’s
theme is ‘Dreaming with Eyes wide open’,
which covers many options. Books about
dreams (Where the Wild things are, Wizard
of Oz, Alice in Wonderland), Dreamtime
stories (Birds, Animals), What I dream to be
(astronauts, police/firefighters/army), Little
people, big dreams (historical figures –
Cleopatra, Einstein, Charles Dickens). Really,
anything goes! The book parade will be held
in school on Tuesday 23 August.
The highlight of Book week is the dress
up day, but we will also have lots of great
events happening during the week. On
Monday 22 August Kim-Michelle Toft will
be visiting the school. Kim-Michelle Toft
is the author of many children’s books
about marine life in Australia. She is also
an amazing artist and illustrates her
own books. We have asked if she can
demonstrate some simple illustrations
during the reading sessions. There will be 2
reading sessions (one for Primary and one
for Secondary) and Kim will also have her
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books for sale. If you would like your child to
purchase a signed copy, please send them
with $18 on the day.
Thursday, 25 August is the last day to get
your Premier Reading Challenge forms in.
If your child has already completed their
challenge, please ask them to bring the form
to the library or hand to their class teacher.
There are some great prizes for the students
who complete the challenge.
During the book week there will also be a
colouring competition for Primary school
and a story writing competition (theme
‘Dreaming with your eyes open’) for Senior
School. Details will be sent out to the
students from their class teachers this week.
Lastly, I have had a few enquiries about
Book Fair at the school. This is being held
24-28 October details will be sent nearer
the time. In the meantime, don’t forget that
we have the Scholastic Book Club running
throughout the school year with magazines
given to the students twice per term. All
orders are made online. If you would like to
purchase books for the student without their
knowledge (Birthday/Xmas presents etc)
please email me in the library and I will use
my powers of mischief!
Minna Watson

Library Assistant

News from the
Primary School
Welcome to Term 3! It has been lovely to have everyone back in classrooms, learning
and building on knowledge and skills you would have read about in your child’s
Semester 1 Academic Report.
Thank you to those parents who have given
feedback about their child’s report or followed up
with individual teachers. As with any new process,
reflection and feedback are important, as it will
help us to continue to improve going forward.
All parents should have received the Term 3 Class
Timetable and Curriculum Overview by email
and posted to your child’s class Seesaw account.
I trust you have noted the variety of learning
experiences planned for this term across all year
levels. From our Prep students learning about how
things move to our older students investigating
how an electrical circuit works, lots of finding out
going on The class timetable also now outlines
the times when at least one member of our Allied
Health Services team will be working with the
class. Examples of this include Tier 1 intervention
such as Visualising and Verbalising in Years 3-4
and Tier 2 across classes to support the teaching
of Sounds Write.

Year 5-6 Science
Students in Year 5-6 have been using our new
resources to learn how to construct a circuit that
works. Humza, Savva and Ruby have done a
fabulous job!

In each newsletter, I will continue to share some
classroom snapshots of learning. This month we
feature Problem Solving in 3-4 and Science inquiry
into electrical circuits in 5-6.
Year 3-4 Problem Solving
How many cookies?
Some of our Year 3-4 students have been learning
how to solve mathematical word problems using
different strategies.
The problem: Mrs Mac and Tori want to make
cookies for all the students in the Primary School
because everyone tries very hard in PE and Music
lessons.
What information do I need to know? The
number of students in each class.
What strategy can I use? Owen used counters
and counting by 5 to get the answer of 76.
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Joanne Pearn

Deputy Head of College – Primary

News from the
Secondary School
The “Why” of Cross-Curricular Learning in our Senior Years.
The beginning of a new semester is an exciting time – we are energised from a holiday break
and return to our learning with a renewed sense of focus, ready to grab onto the challenges
that the second half of the year can throw at us, seeking to find the end of 2022 with the
greatest sense of success we can achieve.
For our students, they are aided
in their journey by the written
academic report. This document is
both a milestone and a compass
as they look to map out their way
through Semester 2. It provides
a clear snapshot in time of how
each student has achieved in the
first half of the year (“milestone”),
as well as showing each student
where they should be looking to
not only continue good efforts,
but also where they need to focus
attention on areas for improvement
(“compass”). I know that in reading
the personal comments from the
form teachers, students would feel
assured of their successes already
realised in such a short time, and
know they have guidance on what
they could set as their goals for the
next six months.
As a Senior School, we have
also started this semester with a
changed timetable that enhances
both the breadth and the depth of
the learning across the curriculum.
In addition to exploring new topics
within English, Mathematics,
Science and HASS, our students
are also undertaking additional
specialist subjects in The Arts, HPE
and the Technologies learning
areas. I look forward to sharing
more about these ventures, and I
am confident that our students will
embrace their new subjects with
enthusiasm, and readily dive into
the lessons with their trademark
curiosity and vigour.
Semester 2 also enhances
the focus we place on crosscurricular learning within the
Senior Years; this collaborative
approach to learning within and
across individual subjects has
clear benefits to students – and
teachers – in redefining the “why”

of our learning. Rather than
reinforcing a traditional model of
unique learning isolated within
each subject, our cross-curricular
approach looks to deepen learning
for our students through the
interconnections across various
subjects within the timetable.
Our staff also benefit from
moving away from traditional
teaching silos, collaborating
with their colleagues to explore
learning concepts in a multilayered approach rather than
separate blocks across the
week. And at Mancel College,
the extension of teaching and
learning is enhanced further
through the interconnections made
with our therapy staff in both
planning and delivering these
sessions – it is our way of seeing
the RTI (response-to-intervention)
model come to life in meaningful
ways for our Tier 1 students.
Our Year 9-10YK class are a prime
example – here they are in the
kitchen where – as a team – they
have prepared a number of low
cost, healthy and diet-diverse meal
options to go into the storage
freezer, awaiting transportation
to our friends at Rosies – Ipswich
branch Charity Organisation.
The semester started with a
briefing about the “why” of what
we were doing – looking to provide
food and other donations to
people who were in need. The
students then plan their weekly
cooking with their teaching and
therapy team at the beginning
of each week. Not only are we
supporting the students with
practical elements – timekeeping,
organisation, budgetary
considerations for food purchasing

– but we are also ensuring that
they experience the impact of
doing something for someone else.
Then in their HASS curriculum unit
the students explore the “why” of

giving back, and how this need for
support and service exists within
our own sphere and the wider
community. Community Access sees
the Year 9 students undertake the
shopping for the weekly cooking
sessions; a prime example of the
HPE curriculum at play within a
real world context, as students use
public transport and interactions
with others, as well as teamwork
and negotiation to be able to
bring home the weekly staples
for the cook. Weekly Wellbeing
sessions close the loop on all of
these subjects, through guided
conversations about ourselves and
others within a variety of specific
situations and context.
As with any journey, there will
always be little hiccups along the
way – learning opportunities and
moments for reflection – however,
I am confident that our Senior
School will continue to thrive in
their exploration of cross-curricular
learning and look forward to
sharing further over the coming
months.

Jo Bennett

Deputy Head of College – Secondary
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Open on weekdays
from 7:30 to 10:30am
during school term.
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News from the
Allied Health Team
It has been such a pleasure welcoming our students to Term 3, 2022, with so many new and
exciting changes! Term 3 kicked off with the official transition to Mancel College, the unveiling of
the front of school renovations and the continued progress of our new playground. It has been
wonderful to see and hear the excitement throughout the school.
This term at Mancel College our team are focusing on ‘visual supports’ and utilising these to increase
the capacity of all students to communicate and participate in classroom and social learning and
school-based routines. Visual supports are widely used, evidence-based strategies that involve
presenting information visually, using symbols, photographs, written words and objects. Five benefits of
visual supports are:
1.

Visual supports make learning easier.

2. Visual supports help students to communicate.
3.

Visual supports encourage healthy behaviour.

4. Visual supports provide structure and routine.
5.

Visual supports can assist with moving between tasks.

One visual strategy that you will see displayed and
implemented within our students social eating and play
areas are visual chat boards. These are designed to support
children’s conversations and develop social skills such as
conversation initiation, topic choice and maintenance,
relationship building and appropriate body language.
Our P-6 classrooms have also introduced new visual timers
and task schedules. Our Speech Language Pathologist, Tom
Reynolds, has provided a video on SeeSaw demonstrating
how we use this visual tool.
Over the course of the term, you will see more and more
visuals being developed and utilised by our team. We will
also be posting regular updates to SeeSaw, sharing these
tools with our Mancel College families. If you have any
questions or would like to discuss our visual supports, or
using visual supports with your child, please reach out to
your year level team.

Chelsea Auld

Allied Health Service Coordinator
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Sports and
Co-curricular News
The Sport and Co-curricular realm at Mancel College continues to evolve in new and exciting
ways!
Training is underway for our inaugural CrossCountry carnival (years 3-12) and Ninja Warrior
afternoon (P-2) on Friday 19th August. I have also
just spent the morning with the year 11 and 12
students teaching them the Heel and Toe polka,
The Nutbush and The Macarena – despite initial
hesitation we spent a lovely hour laughing and
dancing like we didn’t care who was watching!
We look forward to dancing the night away at
the Bush Dance on the evening of Thursday, 1st
September.
In other news, Kelly and I have had some
very positive and productive meetings with
Nitin (our Friday afternoon cricket coach) and
Nathan from QLD Cricket. The agenda for these
meetings was to brainstorm a collective vision
for Mancel College to lead the way in providing
the opportunity for students to participate in an
All-Abilities Woolworths Junior Blaster program.
As this goes to print, we are excited to welcome
the Brisbane Heat mascot “Heater” to launch the
program and play some cricket with students at
lunchtime. Kelly and I also have a meeting lined
up with The University of Queensland Cricket Club
to try to establish a partnership for students who
are ready to take their cricket to the club level.
Finally, please read below an excerpt from our
lovely Yoga instructor Genevieve, who has been
offering before and after-school classes over the
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past two terms. I know that students really look
forward to these sessions. If your son or daughter
is interested in joining, please don’t hesitate to
contact me at the school.
Are your kids interested in Yoga, the empowering
practice of movement and well-being?
Geneviève at Brisbane Yoga and Brisbane Yoga
Therapy has been offering classes on Tuesdays
at 3pm and on Fridays at 8am to our students
in the Mancel College library. Classes are a lot
of fun and students have been learning about
meditation, breathing strategies, yoga postures,
balance, flexibility, and much more. With great
benefits like reducing anxiety and depression,
improving brain health and memory, yoga is
a practice for everyone. Give a boost to your
respiratory and immune systems, improve your
energy and mental health - and sign up today! If
interested and wish to get further details, please
contact Victoria at school or Geneviève at info@
brisbaneyogatherapy.com.au.
Victoria Venter

Sports and Co-curricular Lead

Meals and transport assistance
Support through family-to-family can be accessed through TASS by completing the family-to-family
| Request for assistance 2022 form located under School Links, Information and Support (see below
images). Alternatively, you can phone or email the school directly or contact myself or your child’s
teacher. All requests for support will be treated confidentially.

Date claimer
Parent / Carer monthly coffee catch up
Thursday, 25th August 8.30am at One Table
Café, 41 Brookfield Rd, Kenmore
Michelle Hausler will be joining us to share
her personal experience and knowledge with
accessing government services for a child with
a disability. Michelle has experience with the
following:
•

Carers Allowance / Child to adult transfer for

HELP for HOMELESS
Mancel College community service captain, Willow
Watson, is a long term supporter of Rosies. Rosies
reaches out to those most in need, people who
are homeless or at risk, lonely,
and socially isolated within our
communities. Winter is a difficult
time for people sleeping rough
and warm items and hot food
and drink are in high demand.
Willow is coordinating donations
of various new and good quality used items from
the school community for Rosies to distribute. If
you are able to assist, donations can be placed in
the collection bin at the front of the school.
All donations are gratefully appreciated.

•
•
•
•
•

Carer Allowance
Carers Payment / Child to adult transfer for
Carer Payment (limited knowledge)
Companion Card – QLD Government
Disability Support Pension
FairPlay voucher – QLD Government
Non State School Transport Assistance
Scheme (NSSTAS)

If you are unable to attend the morning tea,
you can also use the form in TASS to request
assistance. Your details will be passed on to
Michelle, or alternatively you can email Michelle
directly at michelle.hausler@telstra.com
New items:
• Cup a soups
• Coffee/Hot chocolate satchels
• Baby wipes
• Travel size toiletries / full size toiletries
• Toothbrush / toothpaste
• Deodorants (men & women)
• Muesli bars/small snack packs
• Biscuits
Good quality used items:
• Washing bags
• Wash cloths/towels
• Beanies, gloves, scarves and socks (any size)
• Jumpers & coats
• Old Backpacks/bags
• Blankets
• Closed in shoes
Julia Banks

School Chaplain

Interoception Group

Food Explorers Group

“Interoception” is the term used to refer to
our awareness of our internal body cues.
It allows us to feel, recognise, and identify
different body cues so that we know which
emotion we are experiencing.

Eating can be a complex task.

This group supports children to explore
their interoceptive awareness through fun,
sensory based “experiments”.
When
Mondays 3pm to 3:45pm for 5 weeks
From Monday, 8th August until the end of
term.
Who
7 – 12 years
Where
Bright Door at Mancel College

This play based approach to exploring foods
is a fun (and messy!) way to support children
who are “fussy eaters” or who have sensory
processing differences.
When
Thursdays 7:15am to 8:00am for 5 weeks
From Thursday, 11th August until the end of
term.
Who
6 – 10 years
Where
Bright Door – Level 3, 88 Jephson Street,
Toowong

Upcoming Group Therapy
opportunities at Bright Door
Play Group
Play is the primary way that children learn
and develop their skills.
In this play-based group, children will
be supported to develop their social
interactions with peers, practice regulating
in a group environment and develop their
play skills through a fun and engaging
program.
When
Thursdays 8:45 – 9:30 for 10 weeks
From Thursday 11th of August until the end
of term.
Who
3 – 5 years
Where
13
Bright Door – Level 3, 88 Jephson Street,
Toowong

Click here to register your
interest or call

(07) 3378-8444

• Occupational Therapy
(new spots available in Toowong)

• Psychology and Counselling
(new spots available in Toowong
and Fig Tree Pocket)

• Speech Language Pathology
• Music Therapy
• Physiotherapy

Toowong
Fig Tree Pocket
Townsville
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www.brightdoor.com.au
(07) 3378-8444

Don’t forget we have tuckshop running for all students
Monday, Wednesday and Friday lunch times.
Register at Flexischools for access and ordering.
For more information and registration visit
https://flexischools.com.au/parents
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